A flexible asymmetric synthesis of the tetracyclic core of berkelic acid using a Horner-Wadsworth-Emmons/oxa-Michael cascade.
The one-pot Horner-Wadsworth-Emmons/oxa-Michael cascade followed by spiroketalisation affords the tetracyclic benzannulated spiroketal core of berkelic acid, an extremophile natural product with selective activity against ovarian cancer.